
Bath Renaissance 
Personal Rapid Transit 
Design Competition 

 
 
 
http://www.atsltd.co.uk/Bath 

Bath, England 
 

One of the world’s most historic cities 
 
Bath was founded in the valley of the River 
Avon, around the only naturally occurring hot 
springs in the United Kingdom, by the Romans 
around AD63. Edgar was crowned king of Eng-
land at Bath Abbey in 973 and Bath was granted 
city status by Queen Elizabeth I in 1590. It be-
came popular as a spa resort during the Geor-
gian era (18th century), which led to a major ex-
pansion that left a heritage of exemplary Geor-
gian architecture crafted from Bath Stone. The 
city became a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 
1987, and it is the only city in the world to be an 
UNESCO site in its entirety. 
 
Bath has a variety of theatres, museums, and 
other cultural and sporting venues, which have 
helped to make it a major centre for tourism, with 
over one million overnight visitors and 3.8 million 
day visitors to the city each year. 

Competition Details 
 

· Open to design students and professionals 
worldwide 

· Details & registration at at: 
 
http://www.atsltd.co.uk/Bath 
 

· Submission format: renderings & photo-
composites 

· Competition deadline: 01 October, 2009 
 



�

ULTra Personal 
Rapid Transit 
 

One of the world’s most advanced 
transportation technologies 
 
Developed by Bristol-based Advanced Transport 
Systems Ltd, ULTra consists of small, light-
weight, computer-driven electric vehicles running 
on slender, special-purpose guideways. The sys-
tem is designed to offer numerous advantages 
over conventional road and rail public transit sys-
tems, including: 
 

· Low capital and operational costs 
· Flexibile routing 
· 24-hour availability 
· On-demand service, no transfers 
· Greater privacy 
· Zero on-site emissions 
· Extremely low overall energy use 
· Minimal visual and acoustic impacts 

Design Competition 
 

As part of an EU study, ATS is investigating the poten-
tial for the ULTra PRT system to be part of a future 
transport solution for historic cities. Bath has been cho-
sen as the site for this feasibility study. This is a con-
ceptual study only — there are currently no plans to 
build such a system in Bath. However, the results of 
this study will inform the development  of Personal 
Rapid Transit systems in historic cities throughout 
Europe. 
 
In cultural and historic environments like  Bath, the 
aesthetics of any system is paramount. ULTra’s design 
is extremely flexible and can be adapted to fit the local 
functional and aesthetic requirements. To discover the 
best possible solution for Bath, ATS would like explore 
the most possible solutions. We are thus giving de-
signers around the world a unique opportunity to pro-
pose their own aesthetic designs for all aspects of the 
system: the vehicles, guideway, and the stations - 
showing how this new transport technology could best 
be integrated into the urban fabric of historic cities. 

The Challenge 
 

Designers will have the opportunity to demon-
strate how Personal Rapid Transit designs can 
be adapted to Bath. The competition consists of 
several elements: 
 

· Vehicle Design 
· Station & Infrastructure Design 

 
Designs will be judged based on their feasibility, 
aesthetics, and originality. The winning designs 
will receive international exposure. 


